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YES – WE CAN

War is not inevitable
If humanity is to survive the threats of a militarised world with arsenals of 

nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction, global instability caused by 
climate change and conflicts over diminishing resources

WE MUST ABOLISH WAR AND WE CAN

War must cease to be an admissible human institution.  
The abolition of war must be our ultimate goal.

Joseph Rotblat“ ”

MAW was formed in 2001, following the 1999 Hague Appeal for 
Peace.  Our founder president was Professor Sir Joseph Rotblat 

FRS, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate.  We work with the International 
Peace Bureau and are also linked to Peace Education Network 

and Network for Peace.

Run by volunteers, MAW promotes the vision of a world without 
war and works to create the hope that will manifest that vision.

Life on earth faces what could be its greatest threat –  
the combination of climate change and man resorting to war  
in response to diminishing resources, drought, flooding and  

mass migrations.
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CAN WE LIVE WITHOUT IT?

WAR



Movement for the Abolition of War (MAW)
believes war is the problem, not the answer.

MAW believes we can change a culture of war into a 
culture of peace

	 by addressing the causes of war
	 by enforcing international law
	 by using dialogue instead of confrontation
	 by giving children the skills and tools they need for a

peaceful future

What Does MAW Do?
	 highlights the damage and cost of war
	 challenges popular thinking about the acceptability of war 
	 uses the arts and media to spread a culture of peace
	 uses education to teach young people another way 

of living 
	 grants the annual Arthur Hewlett Peace Award

MAW can provide
	 exhibitions, musical events, speakers  and resources 
	 school visits linking to the national curriculum
	 highlights of the year – the Peace History Conference and 

the Remembrance Day Lecture, both held at London’s Impe-
rial War Museum

Why War?
War is too damaging, too costly and destroys  
our future.  

There will always be conflict between people and 
between states, but conflicts can be resolved 
without resorting to war.  So why wage war?

We are persuaded to –

	 by military tradition and unthinking patriotism  

	 by propaganda - seeing the other as the ‘enemy’

	 by allowing governments to ignore 
international law

	 by believing we will gain power or prestige

	 by believing it will make us more ‘secure’

Why Not Peace?
Why should we think war an acceptable way of 
resolving disputes?  In modern warfare over 90% 
of casualties are civilians, many of them children.

And war costs the earth.  Why not put our 
resources into constructive alternatives that build 
a peaceful world for future generations?

	 We have the laws and institutions

	 We have dialogue, conflict prevention and peace 
education

	 We need the will to change the way we think

	 And MAW needs you to help spread the message 
that war is not inevitable!

What Is MAW?
A civil society movement which is committed to:

	 the vision of a world without war

	 educating for peace

	 replacing war with non-violent conflict resolution

	 finding peaceful answers to conflict questions

Join MAW and add your voice to those calling 
for a peaceful future, working towards a 

world without war
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Peace cannot be kept by force.  It can only be 
achieved by understanding.

Albert Einstein“ ”
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

NAME

address

POSTCODE

TEL	 EMAIL

Please indicate:

□	 I would like further information	 □	 I would like to become a member

□	 I would like to make a regular standing-order payment

□	 I enclose a cheque for £

£100 for life membership : £25 organisation or group per annum

£20 - two people at the same address per annum : £15 individual per annum

£5 unwaged per annum. Please make cheque payable to Movement for the 
Abolition of War and send to Movement for the Abolition of War, 11 Venetia Rd., 
LONDON, N4 1EJ     Or join online - www.abolishwar.org.uk
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